SPeECIiAL (6 5UE MEGATON TEST |957.

K
i

TRE CHRISTMAS 1SLAND NEWSPAPER




/’&’Jau = gp e .‘ ¥
e

- I érﬁ‘\-;(’;.:%: e

4 —

—i- CHRISTMAS AIRwAYS=— 325 D akofa Squaolroq,

Vhen Operation "Grapplc! was to be forned fc;r carryinr out dests in the
Sou‘th Pacific, air transportation becanc onc of the leeding factors. Aircraf't
were required to supply Christoas Island, this comiitient f311 to the Transport
Command Hastings Squadrons.,  Another task of supplying the local I.slands
required a smaller a:;;rcraft with a good zo0d ronge and en aircrafi

that could safcly zct in and out of sho:t landing ficlds and strirs. Thus

the Dakota which had béen long retired froa the L.L.F. vos rccalled to duty.
Me flight formed at Dishforth in late 55, with throo aircraft and four

crews, Having zgot the aircreft and crcws on top linc the flight departed

. U.X, at the beginning of January, 1957 supported by Hastings of No. 24
(Coanonwealth) Squadron carrying ground crews, est bound for Christmas
&l

H'Islanyl. They flew across the North Ltlantic, and Canada down to Sen Francisco
s Through the bit ser sub-zero teupcratures of the North facrican Winter . The
Dalkota Squadron then flew from San Francisco tc Honolulu , 2 16 hour flight into
the Tropics, to arrive e its ncw hone at C‘:nf-is."a:as Islond on 20%th January, 1957.
72 hours after arrival, Christiss {icways wes in action and Dade its first
Schedule flight to lizlden, and by the end cof Jamuary seven {lizhts had been
nade to ilalden uplifting 108 passengers, *,0u4d. 1ts of freizht and 290 1bs.of a
1ail. The old work horse of the air wac in harness once azain.
fhe nain work of 1325 Dalkpta Flight, which 25 time went by becaue betier
known as "Christmas 4dirweys®, was to poci ion personmel and squipent at all the
spall Islends in the area, Landings we »c uade at lialden, Penrhyn and Sauoa
for the first series of tests. Supply Jd:-ops were alsc carried out at Fenning
and Jarvis.
On D. Day of the first test the Dakd tos werc svanding off _alden with
V.I.P.s on board as 2 flyinz grandstend ind were onze again landing at .:alden

soon af'ter the Lomb had exploded.
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After the build up, caxe the rundown and once agein the flight was very
busy returning persomnel and equipient to Christias Island end collecting samples

fron other outlying islends. “hen this task had been coavleted the old faithful

Dakotas wnre called upon to parteke in snother exercise and again noved further

est.

On the 10th July the flight said farcwell to Christuas Island and departed
for Lustrelia via Canton - Fiji - Pféwnea,—flrisimc, then down to Edinburgh
Field near Adelaide, South Lustralia, wherc it arrived %o takcpart in operatign

But alas life was not to be so sweet. hristnes Island was building

aslert,
up agein, and “"Arapple X" camne into being anc the Dakotas were required to carry

ocut the work which they left oniy a few weelis earlicr. After a short spell of

"De-coral dusting" the aircraft an o spot of civilisation the flight was once again

heading back to its hoie at Christoas Island still carryiny on the nose of each mcrc

i

aireraft the nane "Christoas .Lirveys”,

The 24th August saw the three "Chrisiias Lirways" Dakotas arrive back over

o

they were scci operr.ting the well worn routine they

the Islend in f‘onna"cion, and
had got¢ to know so well,
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1325 Dakota Squadron carrizs ocut all the short renge wransporcation of men
and material between the islands. It is left to a2 detachicnt of Hasveings
transport sircraft working ot Christnas {or o period to carry out the long range

work,



